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Highland Tech High

From Grocery Store to High Tech School
Highland Tech High’s charter was approved in late spring, 2003 and
was scheduled to open its doors in August for 300 new students and a
staff of 25.    The lease was signed in April leaving a 14 week
schedule for renovations of a 30,000 square foot old grocery store in
a mostly deserted mall.   The building owners, J & L Properties,
worked collaboratively with Rim Design architects, Davis
Constructors and Highland Tech’s founding team to develop and
complete a design that supported the innovative educational model
proposed in the charter.   The technology-rich and collaborative
learning environment was the driving force behind the creative
design and construction “conditions” that dictated the project.   The
intense schedule was mapped tightly weaving Municipal inspections
through small windows of time.

The school needed large spaces for presentations, small spaces
dedicated to small group learning and collaboration, technology labs
with off-line areas and areas for individual learning and research.
Teachers and students needed work space in all areas – including the
virtual library.

Environments to Support Learning
The designers of Highland Tech believe that the physical design of a
school shapes the learning that happens there.  Highland was
constructed with meeting rooms, collaborative and individual work
spaces, project labs and a virtual library for research and quiet
learning.   All rooms have been wired for projection units and tech
labs are fully equipped for various types of technology including
environment lab studies, robotics and a flight simulator.  Highland
also supports a wireless environment for laptops and hand held
devices.

Technology Infused
In Highland Tech’s standards-based model, students must
demonstrate what they know and are able to do through
presentations, simulations and real-life applications.  Student use of
technology for projects and presentations supports the school’s focus
on significant, project-based work.  In addition, students must know
and understand the inner workings of a technological world.
Producing an open ceiling system of cable trays and heating ducts
contrasted by the wood ceiling gives the school a contemporary
feeling as well as supporting lower construction costs.


